Veleposlanistvo ZDA v Sloveniji
Oddelek za odnose z javnostmi

Ljubljana, 24. marca 2022

SPOROCILO ZA JAVNOST: ZDA IN SLOVENIJA PODPISALE NOV
MEMORANDUM O SOGLASJU O FULBRIGHTOVEM PROGRAMU IZMENJAV

Zdruzene drzave Amerike in Slovenija so podpisale nov memorandum o soglasju o
Fulbrightovem programu izmenjav, ki daje pravno podlago za ta vodilni ameriski vladni
program mednarodnih izobrazevalnih izmenjav v Sloveniji. Drzavni zbor RS je zakon 0
ratifikaciji memoranduma sprejel prejsnji teden. Novi memorandum sta podpisali
veleposlanica ZDA Jamie L. Harpootlian in slovenska ministrica za izobraZevanje, znanost in
Sport, prof. dr. Simona Kustec.

Prej$nji memorandum o soglasju se je iztekel decembra 2021. Novi memorandum odpravlja
klavzulo o ¢asovni omejitvi veljavnosti sporazuma in kodificira spremembe prej$njega
memoranduma o soglasju iz leta 2014. »Z odpravo klavzule o ¢asovni omejitvi veljavnosti bo
ta sporazum veljal za nedoloc¢en ¢as. To bo akademikom in znanstvenikom omogocilo
povezovanje in gradnjo mostov, ki bodo poglobili vezi med nasima drZzavama,« je dejala
veleposlanica Harpootlian.

Od leta 1993 je bilo v program vkljucenih prek 400 doktorskih Studentov in raziskovalcev, in
sicer 212 slovenskih in 190 ameriskih.

»Podpis Fulbrightovega memoranduma med Slovenijo in ZDA za neomejeno obdobje pric¢a o
dobrem dosedanjem sodelovanju, zgrajenem tesnem in trdnem zaupanju in podpori znanju
obeh drzav za prihodnje,« je poudarila ministrica Kustec. »Fulbrightov program velja za
enega najprestiznej$ih mednarodnih izobrazevalnih in akademskih programov. Stipendistom
omogoca Studij in raziskovalno delo na najboljsih univerzah in inStitutih. Na obeh straneh je
to priloznost dosedaj izkoristilo preko 400 $tipendistov, izmed katerih jih je mnogo kasneje
naredilo vrhunsko mednarodno akademsko in raziskovalno kariero. Zelo sem vesela, da smo
kot drzava s to odlocitvijo dali podporo in zavezo za prihodnost vloge in pomena znanja,« je
Se izpostavila ministrica Kustec.

Fulbrightov program je v 75 letih delovanja omogocil stotiso¢em nadarjenih in uspesnih
Studentov, profesorjev, uciteljev, umetnikov in strokovnjakov z vseh podroc¢ij, da Studirajo,
poucujejo in izvajajo raziskave, izmenjujejo ideje in prispevajo k iskanju reSitev za zahtevne
globalne izzive. V programu je od ustanovitve leta 1946 sodelovalo ve¢ kot 400.000
udelezencev, med njimi 40 voditeljev drzav ali vlad, 61 Nobelovih nagrajencev, 75
Stipendistov Fundacije MacArthur, 89 prejemnikov Pulitzerjeve nagrade in 16 prejemnikov
ameriSke predsedniske medalje svobode.
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PRESS RELEASE: UNITED STATES AND SLOVENIA SIGN NEW
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING ON FULBRIGHT PROGRAM

The United States and Slovenia have signed a new Memorandum of Understanding on the
Fulbright Program which provides legal authority for this U.S. government's flagship
international educational exchange program in Slovenia. The National Assembly of the
Republic of Slovenia ratified the memorandum last week. The new memorandum was signed
by U.S. Ambassador Jamie L. Harpootlian and Slovenian Minister of Education, Science, and
Sport, Dr. Simona Kustec.

The previous Memorandum of Understanding expired in December 2021. The new
memorandum removes any sunset clause to the agreement and codifies amendments made to
the previous memorandum in 2014. “By removing the sunset clause, this agreement will
continue indefinitely. This will enable academics and scholars to make connections and build
bridges which will deepen the ties between our two countries,” said Ambassador Harpootlian.

Since 1993, over 400 doctoral students and researchers have been included in the program,
namely 212 Slovenians and 190 Americans.

“The signing of the Fulbright memorandum between Slovenia and the U.S. for an unlimited
period is proof of the good cooperation so far, and the close ties and strong trust that has been
built, and both countries’ support for the knowledge for the future,” said Minister Kustec.
“The Fulbright program is considered one of the most prestigious international educational
and academic programs. It enables alumni to study and conduct research at the best
universities and institutes. So far more than 400 alumni have taken advantage of this
opportunity on both sides, many of whom have later gone on to pursue top international
academic and research careers. | am very happy that with this MOU, Slovenia has given
support and committed to the future role and importance of knowledge,” she added.

For 75 years, the Fulbright Program has given hundreds of thousands of talented and
accomplished students, scholars, teachers, artists, and professionals of all backgrounds and
fields the opportunity to study, teach and conduct research, exchange ideas, and contribute to
finding solutions to complex global challenges. Over 400,000 Fulbrighters have participated
since its inception in 1946, including 40 heads of state or government, 61 Nobel Prize
Laureates, 75 MacArthur Foundation Fellows, 89 Pulitzer Prize Recipients, and 16 U.S.
Presidential Medal of Freedom Recipients.



